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REVIEWS. 


history of the malarial fevers is that the trees which provide their cure 
grow best in countries and localities in which these fevers most prevail, 
nature seeming to produce the remedy under climatic conditions similar 
to those which produce the disease. In rheumatism a low-lying, damp 
locality and temperate climate present the conditions most favorable to 
its occurrence. Looking about for a plant or tree which flourishes 
under such conditions, that which most naturally presented itself was the 
willow—the various species of salix. Among the salicacese, therefore, a 
remedy for rheumatism was sought. The results exceeded all expecta¬ 
tions.” Certainly nothing could be simpler than this. We need no 
longer try to get new remedies out of coal-tar, nor to elaborate anti¬ 
toxins. The author seems to intimate that salicin was recommended for 
rheumatism earlier than salicylic acid. He says, “ Early in 1876 the 
results were given to the profession.” Later: “ Early in 1876 Strieker 
and Iliess published a most favorable account of their experience (with 
salicylic acid). Their results were quite in accordance with those got 
from salicin.” As a matter of fact, Strieker’s article appeared in the 
first number of the Berliner klinische Wochenschrift for 1876. Henry 
M. Lyman contributes the next chapter, a long and interesting one, on 
Gout, and A. E. Garrod the next one, on Arthritis Deformans. Follow¬ 
ing this is a chapter on Diseases of the Muscles, by the late Dujardin- 
Beaumetz. How that well-known writer of therapeutic causerie got 
“ dans cette galbre ” is difficult to understand. The chapter is altogether 
unsatisfactory. The volume closes with a chapter on Obesity, by Oertel, 
in which the methods of treatment devised by him are fully described. 

It must not be supposed from the examples cited that we find nothing 
good in these volumes. On the contrary, they contain much of value, 
which we do not doubt will be appreciated by the profession. G. D. 


Chirurgie de l’Ukethre, de la Vessie de la Prostate. Indica¬ 
tions Manuel Operatoire. By V. Rochet, Professeur Agrege a la 
Faculty de Lyon. Paris : G. Steinheil, 1895. 

Operative Surgery of the Urethra, Bladder, and Prostate. By 
Y. Rochet. 

This work is much like the last book of Hurry Fenwick’s in that it 
purports to represent the latest advances in the surgery of the urethra, 
bladder, and prostate, with particular reference to operative technique 
and detailed descriptions of mechanical treatment when this is required. 
Rochet states with the characteristic theoretical modesty of his nation 
that his work is not intended for expert surgeons, since the latter will 
find nothing in its pages with which they are not already familiar, but 
is rather designed to help students and general practitioners. The 
author has very wisely refrained from quoting largely, but has endeavored 
to use his right of selection and has given as briefly and clearly as pos¬ 
sible a description of methods of choice. The book is so illustrated 
that it is easy to understand operations the description of which might 
otherwise be misleading. A few pages are devoted to what are called 
Anatomical and Physiological Considerations. These, though excellent, 
might have been omitted. There follows a section upon vices of confor- 
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mation. This is simply an epitome of what is to be found in every 
well-known text-book. The same may be said of Section II. upon trau¬ 
matic inflammatory lesions. In the latter section there are one or two 
excellent illustrations and descriptions of the method of closing urethral 
fistulse, and it is worthy of note that Zienbekis’s method of radical cure 
in urethro-rectal fistulse is clearly presented. 

The treatment of strictures— i. e., internal and external urethrotomy 
and urethreetomy—receive due consideration. Urethrostomy is also de¬ 
scribed with its proper indications; i. e., certain traumatic and inflamma¬ 
tory strictures amenable to no other form of treatment and strictures com¬ 
plicated by well-marked lesions of the upper urinary tract and systemic 
involvement. Urethral and periurethral suture are carefully described. 

The second portion of the book is devoted to the bladder, consider¬ 
able space being devoted to the treatment of exstrophy. In this rela¬ 
tion the author describes at length the implantation of the ureter in the 
colon. This is unfortunate, since it naturally prejudices one against 
his wisdom in choosing operations, the colon-implantation having been 
conclusively proved to be most disastrous in its result. Wounds, 
inflammations, fistulse, and the operative treatment of tumors of the 
bladder are duly taken up. In the treatment of tumors no mention is 
made of Fenwick’s admirable caisson. In considering partial and total 
resection of the bladder, the most recent literature does not receive due 
attention. Lithotrity is evidently not in favor with the author; indeed, 
from the standpoint of the logician, he completely proves his case against 
it in this manner : “ Even those who are most in favor of lithotrity,” he 
says, “ acknowledge that it has contraindictions. Lithotomy has no con¬ 
traindications, hence lithotomy is to be preferred.” Thus with a touch 
of French wit does he add sprightliness to his writing, though somewhat 
at the expense of its authority. To add to his statement that lithotomy 
is the method of choice is in these days bad enough, but to state that 
suprapubic lithotomy should be preferred as a general rule is absolutely 
unbearable. The various methods of suprapubic cystotomy, including 
those of Trendelenburg— i. e., transverse incision of Helferich, in which 
there is a preliminary resection of the pubis, and Tuffier (syrupy hsiotomy) 
—are described at length, as are the various low operations. Some illus¬ 
trations of suture of the bladder are given. In treating disease of the 
prostate, and particularly in the chapter upon hypertrophy, the operative 
treatment receives but scant notice. Total castration is mentioned as a 
means of curing prostatic enlargement, but no mention is made of White, 
to whom is due the credit for the introduction of this treatment. In¬ 
deed, it is clear that Eochet reads no American journals and very few in 
the English language. 

As a whole, his work is disappointing ; he has the knack of happy de¬ 
scription, but not one of fortunate selection. He, no doubt, represents 
very well the practices and the knowledge of himself'and his colleagues 
at Lyons. As representing the most recent advances and the best opera¬ 
tive technique as portrayed, his book is in some respects a failure. It 
does not compare, for instance, in excellence with Fenwick’s work. It 
is of little use to students and general practitioners. To the specialist 
it is most serviceable, since it gives him the technique of a number of 
operations which, without this work, he could only find with much diffi¬ 
culty, and often obscured rather than elucidated by the cumbersome 
phraseology of the original portrait. E. M. 



